JAPAN MUST FIGHT BRITAIN
neither country would do. Then she demanded superiority
over Italy, who, in her turn, demanded equality with
France. As the two failed to reach agreement, the two-power
standard did not materialize.
Agreement between England, France, and Italy.
England, however, continued her endeavours, and even-
tually, in March 1931, proposed a in-partite agreement
between herself, France, and Italy. She suggested that France
should reduce her former demand to 670,000 tons, and that
Italy should accept about 230,000 tons less than France.
The combined naval strength of the two would then be
about equal to that of England, who would thus be able
to keep to her two-power standard.
'But in good things there is often a devil'. The negotia-
tions, which had been progressing smoothly enough, unex-
pectedly came to a stop over the question of the replacement
of ships that had passed the age limit. France wanted free-
dom to lay down replacement ships before 1936, but Italy
would not agree at any price. The carefully arranged
agreement failed to materialize, and England was again
disappointed of her two-power standard.
The end of the two-power standard.
The two-power standard is an out-of-date British con-
ception, the object of which is to dominate other countries.
Britain, being no longer in a position to maintain it by in-
creasing her own armaments, is endeavouring to do so by
calling her opponents to conferences and getting them to
reduce theirs. So long as she is successful in thus persuading
others to surrender their right of independence of action,
the more armaments are reduced, the better she is pleased.
In common fairness, the right to arm is possessed by
every country in equal degree : there should be no discrim-
ination. The best way to reduce armaments is to fix a
maximum strength which no country may exceed, and for
each country to confine its naval strength to one within
that limit which will, in its own opinion, satisfy its political
and economic requirements.
It is therefore morally wrong to allow England her
two-power standard ; neither France nor Italy, let alone
Japan, can do so without protest. It is our plain duty to